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WFP EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR JOSETTE SHEERAN
THANKS ALGERIA FOR RICE DONATION

The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) is grateful to the government and people
of Algeria for a donation of 15 000 metric tons of rice valued at more than US$10 million.

This is enough rice to feed more than a million people for a month. Algeria has requested
that the rice is used to feed hungry people in six countries in Africa — Niger, Chad, Mali,
Mauritania, Ethiopia and Zimbabwe. Four of these countries lie in the sub-Saharan Sahel
region, which is currently facing a severe food crisis brought on by erratic rainfall and failed
harvests:

Given the huge scale of the needs, the Algerian donation could not have come at a better
time, as WFP is ramping up its food assistance operations for hungry people in the Sahel. In
Niger alone, we are aiming to reach 2.3 million people with food to help them through the
lean season over the coming months.

Only last week, United Nations agencies, including WFP, launched a Humanitarian Action
Plan for Niger which includes an appeal for funds and support.

This is the third time that Algeria has donated to WFP in recent years and sets a glowing

example of how African governments - working in partnership with WFP - can help each
other to defeat the scourge of hunger

# # #

WFP is the world's largest humanitarian agency fighting hunger worldwide. In 2010, WFP
aims to feed 9o million people in 74 countries.
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WFP now provides RSS feeds to help journalists keep up with the latest press releases, videos and
photos as they are published on WFP.org. For more details see: http://www.wfp.org/rss

WFP has a dedicated ISDN line in Italy for quality two-way interviews with WFP officials.

For more information please contact (email address: firsthame.lasthame@wf{p.org):
Abeer Etefa, WFP/Cairo Tel. +202 2528 1730 ext. 2600, Cell. +20 0166634352

Malek Triki, WFP/Dakar, Tel. +221 33 849 6500, Mob. +221 77637 5964

Gregory Barrow, WFP/Rome, Tel. +39 06513 2330, Mob. +39 348 1325018

Caroline Hurford, WFP/London, Tel. +44-20-72409001, Mob. +44-7968-008474

Jennifer Parmelee, WFP/Washington, Tel. +1-202-6530010 ext. 1149, Mob. +1-202-4223383
Bettina Luescher, WFP/New York, Tel. +1-646-5566909, Mob. +1-646-8241112




